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APPENDIX 2.1(C)

RECENT SUPREME COURT DIRECTIVES AND OTHER LEGAL ISSUES RELATED TO VEHICULAR POLLUTION
(A) Air Pollution In Delhi 


EPA (29 of 1986) S. 3 – Direction to convert the entire bus fleet in New Delhi to single fuel of CNG by 31/3/2001. Also directed that 8 years old buses shall not shall ply except on CNG or other clean fuel after 1/4/2001, passed by Supreme Court in 1998 AIR 2813. Application for extension of deadline fixed for compliance. Extension of deadline was refused. However to mitigate sufferings of commuter public relaxation given to schools, Delhi Transport Corporation, Contract carriage operators, other bus operators and owners of commercial vehicles including autos by allowing them to operate vehicles equal to number of vehicles for which steps for conversion has been taken them by 31/3/2001.


A recent study carried out by Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) and as reported in news papers shows that CNG vehicles are as polluting as conventionally fueled ones.  The advantage of CNG is that it has less hydrocarbons (HC) and thus HC emissions from vehicles are less that conventionally fuelled vehicles.  However, CO emissions from CNG is higher and is more than the Euro-II standards.  Also, lack of infrastructure for CNG supply and government apathy have led to a lot of chaos in recent times in New Delhi.  


Thus it is clear that before establishing implementation periods for such alternative fuels, the Central Government should ensure that the decision is supported by adequate case studies and adequate infrastructure is place.

· (B)
In a writ petition filed by the renowned public interest litigant, M.C.Mehta, the Supreme Court has laid down the standards to which vehicles (both commercial and non-commercial) should conform, in order to be registered in the National Capital Region (NCR). In its decision reported in (1999) 6 SCC 9, 12, 14, the report of the Bhure Lal Committee was examined in detail and the following directions were issued: 

· All private (non-commercial) vehicles, which conform to Euro I and Euro II norms, may be registered by the NCR without any restriction. 

· All private (non-commercial) vehicles (shall) conform to Euro II norms by 1.4.2000. 
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