Mumbai Urban Transport Project
                                                                                                              Consolidated Environmental Assessment


APPENDIX 2.1  ENVIRONMENTAL ACTS/RULES FOR VARIOUS PARAMETERS

ISSUE / PARAMETER
REGULATION


PURPOSE

Environmental Protection Legislation
Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986
An umbrella act for environmental protection.  Various rules and notifications are issued from time to time under the provisions of this Act.

Environmental Standards
Environmental Protection Rules (1986) and its amendments. Latest amendment in Environmental Protection Amendment Rules (2000)
These Rules specify standards for emissions or discharge of environmental pollutants.  Standards for ambient air quality is also prescribed under these rules.

Environmental Clearance of Projects
The Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 1994 (as amended in May 1994)

Environmental (Protection) Rules, Notice of Environmental Public Hearing, April 1997.

Environmental Clearance from State Government of Maharashtra (Resolution No. Env 1094/SEAC/CR – 170/Desk-1), August 1997.
Mandatory environmental clearance from MOEF, New Delhi for 29 categories of developmental projects listed in Schedule 1.  Procedure for environmental clearance is given in Appendix 2.1(b). 

Mandatory public hearing before environmental clearance for all projects listed under the EIA notification of 1994.

Certain projects listed in Schedule B of this resolution, which do not fall in the EIA notification of 1994, require State Department of Environment, Govt. of Maharashtra.

Ambient Noise Control
Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000
These rules provide for the ambient noise standards in public places.

Appendix 2.1 Cont..

ISSUE / PARAMETER
                                    REGULATION


PURPOSE

Water Pollution
The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)  Act, 1974
The Act provides for the prevention and control of water pollution through grant of “Consents to Operate” by Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB)


The Water ( Prevention and control of Pollution ) Cess Act, 1977 
Industries / organizations to pay Water Cess (Tax) under the Act to MPCB.  The cess is charged with a view to augment the resources of Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and MPCB.

Air Pollution
The Air  (Prevention and control of Pollution ) Act, 1981
The Act provides for the prevention and control of air pollution through grant of “Consents to Operate” by Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB)

Handling, Storage and Disposal of Hazardous Wastes
Hazardous Waste (Management and Handling) Amendment Rules, 2000
The rules require that all persons handling hazardous wastes should have Authorisation from the local State Pollution Control Board.  Waste to be handled and disposed as per the provisions of the Rules,

Environmental Liabilities due to industrial accidents
The Public liability Insurance Act, 1991
This Act imposes on the owner liability to provide immediate relief to affected persons in case of an accident resulting from handling notified hazardous chemicals.  The owner all has to take out insurance policy, the premium of  which goes towards an Environmental Relief Fund.  The District Collector implements this Act.

Handling, Transport and Disposal of Bio-Medical Wastes
Bio-Medical Waste (Management and Handling ) Rules, 1998 and (Second Amendment) Rules 2000 
All Bio-Medical Wastes to be handled (Stored, transported, Disposed) as per provisions of these rules.  MPCB issues Authorisations to all concerned. 
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Storage and safe handling of Hazardous materials.


Manufacture, storage and import of hazardous chemical (Amendment) Rules, 2000.
This rule aims at reducing risks of damage to the environment due to accidents involving handling of hazardous material.  It gives a list of chemicals categorised as hazardous and requires the occupier to prepare safety reports etc.  Also it requires preparation of off-site disaster management plan by the District Collectors office.

Transport of Hazardous Material
Motor Vehicle Act 1988.
These rules address vehicular air and noise emissions and also requirements during transport of hazardous materials.  It is implemented by the Regional Transport Department.  Details of the requirements are given in Appendix 2.1(c) 

Forest  Conservation and Wildlife protection.
The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972


The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 is a national act, which superseded the specific provisions made in this respect in the Indian Forest Act, 1927.  The Wildlife Act enables the notification and management of areas as national parks, sanctuaries, game reserves and closed areas and the procedures for allowing or disallowing diverse uses within them. 
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The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

· Maharashtra Felling of Trees (Regulation) Act, 1964

· Maharashtra Private Forests (Acquisition) Act, 1975


The Act provides for the conservation of forests, restrictions on the de-reservation of forests or use of forest land for non-forest purposes other than reforestation and matters related to the same.  The important provisions of this act is for transportation projects are:

i) No state government or other authority may issue orders directing that any forest land or any portion thereof may be assigned by way of lease or otherwise to any private person or to any authority, corporation, agency or any other organisation not owned, managed or controlled by the government without prior approval of the central government.

ii) No forestland or any portion thereof may be cleared of trees, which have grown naturally in that land or portion, for the purpose of using it for afforestation without prior approval of the central government.

This act provides that no person shall fell any tree (Tree as defined in the schedule) or cause such tree to be felled in any land, whether of his ownership or otherwise except with the previous permission in writing of a Tree Officer duly empowered by the State Government in that behalf.   

Some provisions are as follows: 

1. All private forests in the State shall stand acquired and vest, free from all encumbrances, in and shall be deemed to be the property of the State Government, and all rights, title and interest of the owner or any person other than the Government subsisting in any of the such forest on said day shall be deemed to be have been extinguished. 

2. All private forests vested in the State Government under sub-section (1) shall be deemed to be reserved forests within the meaning of the Forest Act.   

Appendix 2.1 Cont..
ISSUE / PARAMETER
REGULATION


PURPOSE

Coastal Zone Protection
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ), 1991
As per this notification the Central Government has declared the coastal stretches of seas, bays, estuaries, creeks, rivers and backwaters which are influenced by tidal action (in the landward side) upto 500 metres from the High Tide Line (HTL) and the land between the Low Tide Level (LTL) and the HTL as Coastal Regulation Zone. The notification imposes restrictions on the setting up and expansion of industries and other development projects in the said Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ).  For the purposes of this Notification, the High Tide Line (HTL) is defined as the line upto which the highest high tide reaches at spring tides.
The distance from the High Tide Line (HTL) to which the proposed regulations will apply in the case of rivers, creeks and backwaters may be modified on a case by case basis for reasons to be recorded while preparing the Coastal Zone Management Plans, however, this distance shall not be less than 100 metres or the width of the Creek, river or backwater whichever is less.









PAGE  
8

